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T HE 
 Anti-Politician. 


RE you the grand Stateſman 

Alamode, the Princeps Anti- 

politicorum? * 

e B. The very ſame: What 
— i your Buſineſs? 

A. IJ am ſent hither by Sempronius to re- 
ceive the Honour of your Inſtruction. 

B. I remember he propoſed, when I faw 
him laſt, to ſend me a Pupil of promiſing 
Parts, and a hopeful Diſpoſition. 

A. I have nothing to plead but his Intereſt 
and Recommendation. 

B. He would never have put you into my 
Hands, had he not been well aſſured both of 
your Docility and Taciturnity. 
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A. 1 dare not anſwer for myſelf; but I 
told him I was very deſirous o ſceing and 
hearing ſuch an uncommon Genius, and ſo 
profound a Stateſman. 

B. 1 am willing to gratify you both; and 
ſhall communicate to you our Myſteries and 
Memoirs very freely, and without Reſerve. 
But inſtead of a formal, continued Lecture, 
propoſe your own Queries, and chuſe ſuch 
Points as will be moſt agreeable to your 
Taſte and Curioſity. 

A. I have heard you was ſome time ago 
in France and Italy: Are you a Native of ei- 
ther of thoſe Countries; or you only travel- 
led thither by way of Improvement, and for 
the ſake of Obſervation ? 

B. The latter; and ſo muſt you do, if 
you aim at Perfection in our way. Rome 1s 
the chief Seat of our Sect; the Mother and 
Nurſe of Anti-politicians. 

A. In the mean time, I deſire to know 
what it is that you profeſs? 

B. The Information, Security, and Pro- 
ſperity of the Public. 

A. Glorious Views! By what Means and 
Methods do ye purſue them ? 

B. In general, by a happy Mixture of 
Light and Shade; an Art fo perfected by us, 
that we are able to confound any Thing with 

any Thing: More particularly, at preſent, 
by clearing Abſurdities, and colouring Con- 


rradictions ; ; by. circulating what the ignorant 
Multitude 
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Multitude calls Lies, We neceſſary Truths; 
by exciting Diſaffection, fomenting Sedition, 
and kindling Rebellion. he not ſtartled : 
I ſee you {till labour under the Prejudices of 
Education. 

A. Strange Means for the Accompliſh- 
ment of ſuch Ends! Bur, pray, who drew 
you into this wonderful Scheme? 

B. No Man: I was born with ſtrong Pro- 
penſions that way. 

A. Does Nature give any ſuch Propenſi- 
ons ? | 

B. Nature ſows the Seeds of Ambition in 
Mens Minds; which, when they ſpring up, 
generally produce either Politics, or Anti- 
politics; according to the Difference of Soil, 
and Culture, and Situation. Thus when 
the Reins of Government are in our Hands, 
we ſet up for Politicians; tho' ſome think 
againſt the Grain: when we are deprived of 
them, we immediately commence Anti- poli- 
ticians, and continue ſuch till we recover 
them. 

A. Very curious! And have you Princi- 
ples ſuited to theſe contrary States? 

B. We have: but take heed you miſap- 
prehend me not. Our private Principles are 
fixed and conſtant ; as never changing, un- 
leſs our Inclinations change, which rarely 
happens: But our public Principles are ve 
variable; ſhifting Eaft, Weſt, North and 
South, and through all the Points of the 
Compaſs. A. I 
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A. I would gladly hear how they ſtand at 
preſent. What do you make the Rule of 
Subjection, and the Meaſure of Allegiance 
to -? 
B. The Will and Pleaſure of the People: 
that is, of their Directors and Leaders. 

A. How mean you ? 

B. While he complies with our Humours, 
and governs according to our Inclinations ; 


he is to be readily ſubmitted to, cordially 


reſpected, and chearfully obeyed. 

A. What if any Steps are taken repug- 
nant to your Views, or diſagreeable to your 
Fancies; tho' perfectly legal, and ſtrictly 
juſt? | 
: B. We pronounce it an Invaſion of our 
Rights and Liberties, and a plain Violation 
of the Majeſty of the People. 

A. May he chuſe his own Miniſters? 

B. Yes, if he chuſe us; or thoſe whom 
we recommend. $a 

A. Suppoſe he chuſe others; what then? 

B. They are not to be ſuffered ; eſpecially 
if they preſume to keep their Poſts a conſi- 
derable time. 125 

A. But what if they act according to 
Law, Reaſon, and Equity; and in the Judg- 
ment of all impartial Men, ſtudiouſly pro- 
mote the public Good? 

B. Their very Continuance in Office is 
unjuſt and illegal. It is the utmoſt Inſo- 
lence, and a moſt unpardonable Crime, for 


2 | any 


[9] 


any Man to keep Poſſeſſion, for many Years 
together, of that Power and Honour, from 
which we, notwithſtanding our peculiar 
Merits, are ignominiouſly excluded. 

A. I underſtand you. Ought then ſuch 
a Miniſter to be removed? 

B. Without Queſtion. 

A. But what if you cannot prevail by fair 
Means? 

B. We muſt prevail by ſome Means. If 
nothing material appear againſt him, Re- 
courſe muſt be had to Exaggeration, and 
even Invention: All Methods muſt be taken 
to aſperſe his Character, vility his Conduct, 
and fix Blots in his Eſcutcheon. All his 
Actions and Deſigns muſt be repreſented as 
perfidious, dangerous; and deſtructive: It 
muſt be ſhewn that he can mean nothing 
leſs than the Subverſion of out Liberties, the 
Abolition of our Laws, and the Introducti- 
on of Tyranny : nay, his very Words, and 
even Looks, muſt be conſtrued into ſhame- 
full Arrogance, and high Preſumption. 

A. Are you then fo dextrous as to reverſe 
a fixed Character, and turn an eſtabliſhed 
Reputation upſide down ? 

B. This is our peculiar Province, and 
chief Diſtinction: and we have already ſhewri 
ſuch an Excellence therein, and given ſuch 
a Proof of our ſupreme Abilities, as great- 

ly aſtoniſhes the whole Nation. 
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A. But may it not naturally be preſumed 
that a wiſe and diſcerning Prince will ſee 
through theſe Arts, and eſcape the Deluſi- 
on? 

B. Being apprehenſive of this, we there- 
fore turn to the Subject; more eſpecially We 
try all Ways and Means to enflame the Po- 
pulace. 

A, Is it convenient to turn the Heads, and 
ſeduce the ilearts of well-meaning Men? 

B. S/ populus cult decipi, decipiatur. 

A. Will the People be eaſily brought to 
ſce thoſe Evils which they feel nothing of? 

B. The Bulk of the People we have, if 
we can but hold them. The late Scheme 
gave us an Opportunity favourable beyond 
all our Hopes. Every Circumſtance was 
lucky. We had ſo throughly prepared their 
Minds, that the Alarm was generally and 
quickly taken. The very firſt Spark catch- 
ca, 7 ſpread like Wild,-fire. 

Ai. How did ye improve this Opportuni- 
ty F 

B. All Hands and all Bellows were at 
work without Intermiſſion. The Flame 
was blown up almoſt to what Height we 
pleated. Amidſt ſuch a Combuſtion, you 
may caſily imagine how we triumphed and 
exulted: yet with a ſceming Compoſure we 


expottulated the Matter afreſh ; deſired our 


brave Countrymen to recollect 2 we had 


foretold, and take notice that our Predicti- 
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ons were ſo far exactly verify'd. We bad 
them look up and fee what a Storm was 
gathering over their Heads: We clamoured 
inccilanily, that Liberty and Property were 
in the utmoſt Danger; and in ſhort, thar 
without a Change of Hands our Caſe was re- 
medileſs, and our Condition deſperate. 

A. Who can ſufficiently admi:eyour Dex- 
rerity | 

B. Obſerve only, by the way, what great 
Force the ſmalleſt Inftruments may have in 
the Hands of finithed Artiſts! A couple of 
Syllables ſerved our Purpoſe. What a piti- 
ful Engine was this, for moving all the 
Springs of popular Affection; heaving Mens 
Underitandings from one Side to another; 
and breaking in ſo forcibly among the Wheels 
of Government! | 

A. Very true. But was this little Engine 
played by no Hands but yours? If it was, 
why do ye aſcribe theſe grand Operations 
ſolely to your ſelves? 

B. There were many other Agents con- 
cerned: But we conſider them only as our 
Under-workmen ; becauſe we directed their 
Motions, and governed their Proceedings. 

A. Bur pray inform me, in what Colours 
you painted the Author and Contriver of the 
forementioned Scheme. i 

B. We blackened him ſrom Head to Foot; 
deprived him of every human Feature; turn- 
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ed him out a compleat Monſter, and defied 
all Africa to match him. 

A. And how did ye repreſent his Ad- 
miniſtration? | 

B. As a mere Web of blundering Iniquity 
from Beginning to End. 

A. Very ſtrong! And when you had thus 
finiſhed his Picture, did you not write his 
Name under it ? | 

B. No ſure. A great Part of the People, 
by our Management, looked upon it as 
drawn exactly to the Life. 

Al. Was he not worked up by this Uſage 
into great Indignation? Did he not, upon 
this Occaſion, fret, and ſtorm, and bluſter 
outrageouſly? | 

B. No: He had the Inſolence to keep him- 
ſelf cool and calm; and ſeemed to treat us 
with a contemptuous Neglect, or rather 
Pity. This we impute either to Affectation, 
or Stupidity; tho' his Friends put other Con- 
ſtructions on it, and aſcribe it, forſooth, to 


his Innocence, the Greatneſs of his Mind, and 
I know not what. 


A. You ſay then your Votaries are very 
numerous: but, after all, whatif their Eyes 


| ſhould begin to open? 


B. It will be to no Purpoſe: For we ſhall 
continually raiſe ſuch a Duſt, that they will 
not be able to ſeg any Thing diſtinctly. And 
if this ſhould fail, and we cannot govern 

their 
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| BE 
their Eyes; yet we ſhall take effectual Care 


to kcep faſt Hold of their Ears. 
A. As how? 


B. By thundring Invectives againſt Bri- 


bery and Corruption. 


A. But muſt you not then be forced to 
keep clear your ſelves? 
Not at all; unleſs it be a little above 
Board. For, be the Occaſion what it will, 
we ſhall privately outbid the higheſt Mini- 
ſterial Purchaſers; and if they offer their 
Thouſands, we ſhall offer our ten Thouſands. 

A. It ſeems then you are not ſollicitous to 
baniſh Bribery and Corruption; but rather 
have a Mind to draw them into your own 
Hands, and perbaps monopolize them. 

B. Whether in Power, or out of Power, 
whatever may be publickly pretended ; we 
are often not able, as the World goes, to 
work our Way empty-handed: but ſo popu- 
lar and plauſible a Topick muſt not be loſt, 
or let flip. ; 

A. Let all real Corruptions be plucked up 
by the Roots: in the mean time, will you 
ſay they are more culpable when uſed in De- 
fence of a Government, than in Oppoſition 
to it? 

B. As we uſe them, they are harmleſs and 
commendable things; but in miniſterial 
Hands, ſcandalous and intolerable. In ſhort, 


we are no longer able to endure ſuch an auk- 


ward, clumſy Adminiſtration. 
| A. Have 
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A. Have you proved it ſuch? 

B. We have peremptorily affirmed it over 
and over again; ſupported our Aſſertion by 
a long Train of Argumentation; and indeed 
will maintain it to the laſt Drop of our Ink. 

A. What other Hold do ye take of the 
Ears of the People? 

B. We exclaim loudly againſt a Standing 
Army. And, to confeſs the Truth, we look 
upon this as one of our Maſter-pieces. 

A. Why ſo? 

B. Becauſe we have put it out of the Na- 
tion's Power, at preſent, to be ſafe without 
one. 


A. Which way? 

B. By cheriſhing Jacobitiſin; by the Ad- 
miſſion of all Kinds of diſaffected Perſons 
into the Anti- miniſterial Party. This was 
judged a proper Step, not only for the ſake 
of augmenting our Numbers, and ſtrength- 
ning our Forces; but in order to intimidate 
the Government, and make the Continuance 
of the Army doubly requiſite, and indeed 
unavoidable. 

A, To what End? | 

B. To ſecure a fair Handle for ſmiting 
and belabouring the Miniſtry ; on which we 
fix the whole Odium of fo unpopular and 
obnoxious an Expedient. And tho' we are 
throughly apprized of the abſolute Neceſſity 
of ſome ſtanding Forces in the preſent Situ- 
ation; yet we advite the Government by all 

means 


[ 15 ] 
means to truſt entirely to the Affections of 
the People. 

A. And do you not endeavour, at the ſame 
time, to corrupt, and even alienate thoſe 
Aﬀections, as much as lies in your Power? 

B. Some of us are obliged, in point of 
Principle, to take ſuch Meaſures: others de- 
ſire nothing more than to keep the Affecti- 
ons of the People in ſuſpenſe, till a new Mi- 
niſtry be obtained; and after that, would 

permit them to run in the old Channel. 
A. In whether of theſe Claſſes are you to 
be found? | 
B. I tell you ingenuouſly, whatever Steps 
> TI may have taken formerly; that, were I 
once fixed at the Head of the Miniſtry, I 
ſhould not be extremely anxious, or obſti- 
nate, about other Matters. I might, for any 
thing I know, be prevailed on to fit ſtill, 
without a Revival of my old Scheme.—And 
as to my Brother Gracchus, his Views never 
reached agy farther than to the Point I am 
ſpeaking of. Whatever Parties or Princi- 
} ples he leagues with, he only uſes them as 
ſo many Scaffolds to aſſiſt him in pulling 
: down the great Object of his Envy and mine. 
In order whereto, we reject no Means, no 
Inſtruments, that have the leaſt Tendency 
to promote ſo defirable an Ed. 

A. And what other Uſe do ye make of 

the forementioned Conjunction? | 
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B. We yu out that there is an entire 


Coalition of all Parties in behalf of the com- 
mon Cauſe: and that in ſpite of different 
Principles, now almoſt buried in Oblivion, 
all Denominations are firmly united in a ſtrict 
Confederacy. In ſhort, we have aboliſhed 


all Diſtinctions, excepting that of the Court 


Intereſt, and the Country-Intereſt. 
A. What means this Diſtinction? Are the 
Court and the Country at Variance? 


B. We are at Variance with the Court, 


and that is ſufficient. Since we are not in 
it, we cannot be for it; and while we are 
againſt it, we are reſolved the Country ſhall 
be ſo too. | 
A. But, with great Submiſſion, is there 
not a ſmall Error in this Diſtinction, which 
wants to be rectified? Would it not, at leaſt, 
have ſounded more plautiby, if it had run 
thus, viz. the Court-Intereſt, and the City- 
Intereſt? Is not the City much better entitled 


to ſuch a Compliment than the Country? 


B. A mere Quibble: as if the Country 
did not include the City; and indeed all the 


Cities in the Kingdom. : 


A. But did not the Court lately ſhew a 
particular Concern for the Eaſe and Advan- 
tage of Country Gentlemen, Freeholders, 
Sc.? And will not this Diſtinction be apt to 
put People unſeaſonably in mind of it? 
B. There may be ſomething in what you 
ſay, tho' not enough to weigh againſt our 
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ſtronger Reaſons. I might tell you ſeveral, 
drawn from the very Depths of true Policy; 
but you are too green a Stateſman for ſuch 
Communications. 

A. It may be ſo. But ſince you are re- 
ſolved, as you have been ſaying, that the 
Country ſhall be on your Side, and againſt 
the Court; pray let me know how this is to 
be effected ? 

B. By the Force of Art, and the Power of 
Stratagem ; in which we have been already 
ſo ſucceſsful, as to gain a great Multitude : 
And we expect in a little Time to have the 
Bulk of the Nation entirely at our Beck. 

A. Which way do ye go to work ? 

B. We make it appear by great Variety of 
Arguments, that the Intercit of the Public 
1s undermin'd; that the Credit of the Na- 
tion ſinks, and Commerce dwindles every 
Day; that we have neither Peace and Plenty 
at Home, nor Reputation abroad; that we 
are grievouſly oppreſſed with Taxes, and 
threatned with more; that Slavery advances 
faſt, and Famine ſtares us in the Face: In a 
word, that we are in a molt languiſhing, 
ſickly Condition; and that it is all owing to 
the ſiniſter Meaſures, and vile Practices of a 
certain Perſon at the Helm. | 

A. And will ye be able to convince every 
Body of the Truth of theſe Allegations ? 

B. Many are convinced; and others ſeem 
well diſpoſed for Conviction, We cheriſh 
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both; but whoever ſtand out, muſt expect the 
Imputation either of Servility or Stupidity. 

A. What Appellations do you ordinaril 
beſtow on the Heads of the Miniſterial Par- 
ty? 

B. Such as they richly deſerve; Huclings, 
Place-men, Penſioners, Proſtitutes, Slaves. 

A. Very ſtrong: but ſuppoſing the Tables 
turned, and the Game your own; to whom 
then would theſe Titles belong? I preſume 
you would not think of keeping all Poſts 
and Places in your own Hands. 


B. No, ſure: there muſt be a Variety and 


Subordination of Courtiers. Prime-Mini- 
{ters we would be; but not Sole-Miniſters. 
A, Suppoſing chen your Meaſures juſt and 
right, or that you really judged them to be 
ſo; whether would you deſire Unanimity, 
or Diſagreement? Whether would you en- 
deavour to promote Thoſe who would be moſt 
likely to concur with you in ſuch Meaſures, 


or Thoſe who were moſt likely to oppoſe 


them ? 

B. The former: but then they ſhould be 
true Patriots; Men of ſtrict Honour, and 
perfectly diſintereſted; devoted to their 
Country, and quite regardleſs of themſelves. 

A. Very good. And when ſuch Men 
were once taken in, your Example would be 
ſure to keep them chroughly unſpotted after- 
wards. But ſince they would have Places, 
might they not be called Place-men, and 

perhaps 
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perhaps Mercenaries? What Security againſt 
envious Minds, perverſe Manners, and pe- 
tulant Tongues? Forl ſuppoſe Mens Tongues 
and Pens would be {till at Liberty. 

B. Think you ſo? Leave that to our Care. 


I confeſs indeed, as the Caſe ſtands at preſent, 


ſuch Liberty is highly fitting, and indeed ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary: But when the Court is 
reformed, as we would have it, and as it 
ſhould be; it may not be very dithculr to 
find a proper Curb for ſuch Enormities. To 
rail at ſuch Courtiers as we are now ſpeaking 
of, would be downright Licentiouſneſs. In 
our Adminiſtration there will be ſo many 
Things Praiſe-worthy, that a mere Abſti- 
nence from Cenſure will not ſatisfy us. Si- 
lence will raiſe Suſpicion; and we ſhall look 
upon Thoſe as Malignants, and treat them 
accordingly, who with-hold the due Tribute 
of Applauſe. 

A. What a glorious Time will that be! I 
hope the Wits of our Ifland are alrcady pre- 
In the mean while, 
what Methods do you take to ſecure the ap- 
proaching Election ? 

B. Whatever is within the Compaſs of 
human Skill, Induſtry, Coſt, Conduct, and 


Contrivance, we do, and thall do. 


A. Do you tind che Bulk of the Frechold- 
ers as tractable and pliant, as you expected. 

B. Not altogether: But we have other 
Nets to ſpread, by which we hope to catch 
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moſt of them; whether Churchmen or Diſ- 
ſenters. 

A. What make you of the Difſenters ? 

B. At preſent, we know not well what to 
make of them. Tho' we lately condeſcend- 
ed to careſs them in a very unuſual Manner, 
and thought moſt of them ſecure; yet we 
tind our ſelves in great Danger of being diſ- 
appointed. They ſeem very little ſenſible 
of our Civilities, and are full of Suſpicion 
and Diſtruſt. If they come not in at the E- 
lection, they may expect to feel, in due 
Time, the Effects of their Obſtinacy and Ill- 
manners. 

A. If they do come in, what may they 
expect? 

B. To be treated with leſs Rigor than we 
are uſed to ſhew them; and perhaps have 
ſome Degree of Toleration continued to 
them. 


A. The Churchmen are too numerous for 


a particular Enquiry ; but how find you the 


Clergy? 
B. For the moſt part reſtive; which we 
aſcribe partly to the Influence of their Dio- 


ceſans, and partly to ſome Whims of their 
own. 


A. What? Have ye not gained the Bench 

of Biſhops ? 
B. They are intractable, and ſtiff to the 
laſt Degree, I have therefore thought fir, in 
006 
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one of our Weekly Oracles, to characterize 
them as they deſerve. 

A. How ? 

B. Under the Image of a certain Species 
of Cheſi-men, I have repreſented them as 
mere Prelatical Pieces of Wood, 

A. Very ſmart! But is it not their ſtand- 
ing Principle, and conſtant Practice, to ad- 
here to the Government, while the Govern- 
ment adheres to the Laws of the Land? 

B. We trouble not ourſelves about their 
Principles. Since they are againſt us, we 
are, in courſe, againſt them. And depend 
upon it, we ſhall either find or make Spots 
in their Lawn-Sleeves. If Policy will not 
prompt us to beſpatter them, Reſentment 
will. You talk of adhering to the Govern- 
ment: They adhere to their own Intereſt. 
And indeed how ſhould they think and act 
independently, who have ſo many Promo- 
tions and Tranſlations in View ? 

A. Pray what Views, what Promotions, 
drew a Number of them to the Tower about 
half a Century ago? | 

B. What Occaſion to look ſo far back- 
wards? I fay, Let the Clergy mind their 
Books, and ſay their Prayers; let them de- 
fend Religion, and leave State-Affairs to us, 


who underſtand them better. 


A. Has Religion nothing to do with the 


Peace and Proſperity of the Public? If they 


are apprchenſive of any Deſigns on foot to 
2 embroil 
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embroil the State, and throw evety thing into 
Confuſion; what can oblige them either to 
ſhut their Eyes, or their Mouths? On this 
Suppoſition it will be ſaid, No Profeſſion 
can require Men, or even allow them, to be 
filent Spectators. If then any ſuch Notion 
prevails among them, why do ye not unde- 
ceive them and ſet them right? 
B. While Men give way to ſplenetic Ima- 
ginations and unaccountable Suſpicions, little 
ood is to be done with them. All that we 
defire of the Prelates and inferior Clergy is, 


that they will come heartily and unanimouſly 


into the Intereſt of their Country ; and this 
they muſt do, if they expect to be admitted 
into our good Graces. 

A. Do you mean by the Intereſt of their 
Country, the Country-Intereſt? 

B. The very ſame: What elſe ſhould I 
mean? 

A. Excuſe my Dulneſs: I knew not but 


there might poſlibly be ſome little Diſt incti- 


on. But ſince you lately mentioned Re- 


ligion, pray inform me, by the way, what 


Religion it is that your Sect profeſſes? 

B. Religion! I did not expect to be inter- 
rogated on that Head. If you muſt have an 
Anſwer to ſo impertinent a Queſtion — We 
are zealous Worſhippers of Diana. 

A. What mean you? Are you for the 
Chace? | 

B. Yes, 
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B. Yes, of Wealth and Power; that is 
our Game. But return to your Point. 

A. Tell me then in what manner you ap- 
ply to the Freeholders; and how you ha- 
rangue them on the preſent Occaſion? _ 

B. We aſſure them, on our certain Know- 
ledge, that if they do not unite at this Time 
reſolutely and vigorouſly againſt the Court, 
the Ruin of their Country is inevitable. That 
our Rights and Privileges are cloſely beſieg- 
ed; that wide Breaches are made in our Laws; 
and even Magna Charta itſelf is in a ruinous 
Condition: That the State totters, and the 
Conſtitution is crack d down to the very 
Foundation: That further, our Vitals are 
continually prey'd on by Vultures and Cor- 
morants; inſomuch that our Blood and 
Treaſure are almoſt drained: To be ſhort, 
that without a new Miniſtry, we ſhall have 
little elſe to do, than fit down, and make 
our Wills; bequeathing our Shackles and 
Miſeries to our wretched Poſterity. 

A. A very tragical Buſineſs! And are not 
your Hearers ſtrangely ſtartled? Do they not 
look pale, and burſt into Tears and Lamen- 
tations? 

B. Some are frighted, others vexed: O- 
thers again ſmirk, and ſimper, and ſhrug, 
and give themſelves all manner of ſuſpicious 
Airs. One of them had the Impudence to 
ask a worthy Orator of ours, whether he 
underſtood Legerdemgin. Another launch- 
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ed out into a formal Reply; declaring, that 
he neither ſaw, nor felt any thing like what 
he had now heard; that, in troth, he had 
never lived ſo well in his Life, as the laſt 
ſeven Years; never had ſo good a Trade, or 
was in ſo fair a way of thriving ; that he ho- 
ped the Dangers talked of were nothing bur 
ſick Mens Dreams; and that, for his Part, 
he wasreſolved to live and dye a loyal Subject. 
Have a good Heart, Maſters, continued the 
ueer Fellow; I warrant you we are ſafe, 
and all will be well: Theſe diſmal Speeches 
of yours would ſound rarely in Poland, if ye 
pleaſe to go and make the Experiment. 

A. Such little Snuffles as theſe are beneath 
your N Otice. 

B. What provoked us the moſt, was the 
Anſwer of an old one-legged Freeholder, 
who, it ſeems, loſt the other at Blenheim. 
He aſſured ſome of our Agents, that his 
Wooden-Limb was an infallible State-Alma- 
nack : That in every real Danger it gave him 
certain Notice, and made him uneaſy in pro- 
portion : That he found a Pain at ſuch a 
Time, and a grumbling at ſuch a Time; 
but at preſent was quite eaſy: From whence 
he concluded we had nothing to fear ; and 
that nothing would hurt us, unleſs we had 
a Mind to run our Heads againſt a Wall, or 
go to Cuffs with one another, out of meer 


Wantonneſs. 
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A. Our Countrymen have topping Spirits, 
hut is it true you have complimented the 
Freeholders with new Powers ? 

B. We have admonithed them to guard a- 
gainſt Impoſition, and Encroachment; aſſu- 
ring them that their Repreſentatives, hat- 
ever may be pretended to the contrary, are 


nothing more than their Agents, or Attor- 


neys; or, if they pleaſe to have it ſo, the 
meer Inſtruments of Legiilation: That the 
Right of judging and determining what Laws 
are proper to be enacted, is incommunica- 
bly theirs, and cannot be transferred: that 
therefore the Members are obliged not only 
to have a due Regard for the Intereſts and 
Inſtructions of their Conſtituents; but, in 
all Caſes of Moment, to reter every Thing to 
them, and to be governed entirely by their 
Directions and Deciſions. | 

A. And is this then our Conſtitution ? 

B. Pro hic & nunc, as we ſay ; while Po- 
pularity is in Vogue. — But I was going 
to mention another Point, which has per- 
plexed us a little in our Purſuits. We have 
been ſeveral times upbraided with our Anti- 
monarchical Principles; and even openly 
proclaimed Republicans, in Mob-Clamours, 
and miniſterial Shouts, 

A. Was there any Ground for ſuch a 
Charge ? RT 

B. The Truth is, we have often given 
very broad Hints of our Inclination tor « 
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Commonwealth; and if we cannot carry our 
main Point, ſhall certainly ſpeak out, and 
puſh for it in earneſt. But if we ſucceed 
in that; we ſhall be as ſtaunch for Monar- 
chy as ever, and retort the Charge upon our 
Adverſaries. 
A. In Caſe of a Diſappointment, you will, 
I ſuppoſe, have no other Chance left for get- 
ting into Power: But ſince Power, in a Com- 
monwealth, is ſo crumbled and curtailed; 
had you not better ſtruggle for a Prime-Mi- 
niſtry in the preſent Government; dividing 
it between your felf and Gracchus, whoſe 
Merits I believe you acknowledge almoſt e- 
qual to your own ? | 
B. Very true; and therefore we leave no 
Stone unturned. Gracchus is without Que- 
ſtion my frater fraterrimus. He exerts him- 
ſelf with unconquerable Zeal; and lays a- 
bout him with a Spirit, and a Courage, un- 
known to former Ages. And indeed I may 
ſay without Vanity, what Hiſtory will con- 
feſs at large; that ſuch a Par nobile is not to 
be met with in every Country, or every Cen- 
tury. We are never to be daunted, or diſinay- 
ed. We neither regard Miniſiry, nor reve- 
rence Majejty; but aim our Darts at either, 
as we find Occaſion. In ſhort, we maintain 
our Cauſe, ply our Weapons, and preſs into 
the Enemies Ranks, with the utmoſt Bravery 
and Intrepidity. 
A. All 
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A. All this, and more, will readily be al- 
lowed: but conſidering how very much de- 
pends on the Safety of your Perſons; the 
Queſtion is, whether they ought to be fo 
much expoſed. I am perſuaded, that leſs 
venturing than yours, has colt ſeveral modern 
Heroes their Heads. 

B. Aut primi a Ceſare, aut nulli, is our 
Motto. But to return from this Digreſſion; 
it happens ſomewhat unluckily, that we are 
both of us under Obligations to the Court; 
my ſelf eſpecially: on which Account, our 
preſent Oppoſition appears not with ſo fair a 
Face as we could wiſh. 

A. Do you mean Obligations to your mo/# 


gracious Sovereign, as you loyally expreſs your 


ſelves; or to his mojt ungracious Miniſter ? 

B. To both. As to the latter, we make 
ourſelves very caſy: and in reſpect of the 
former, it will not be our Faults, if we do 
not make him ample Amends, and moſt a- 
bundant Satisfaction. 

A. As how? 

B. Becauſe we offer him a Couple of the 
ableſt, wiſeſt, and moſt conſummate Stateſ- 
men that ever Monarch was bleſs'd with: 
who the very Moment they commence Mi- 
niſters, will devote themſelves to his Honour 
and Service in a ſingular manner; and who 
doubt not to atchieve ſuch things, as will 
amaze all Eyrope, and be ſcarce credible to 


Poſterity, 


D 2 A. What 
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A. What pity it is, that you have loſt ſo 
much Time! But the Election is not far oft; 
and then I ſuppoſe your Merits will be rung 
through the Nation fo loudly, as perhaps to 
reach the Ears of his Majeſty. 

B. We have taken all poflible Care to en- 
gage the Populace, and ſpirit them up for 
our Purpoſe; but our Countrymen are fekle, 
and apt to ſhrink. On this, and ſeveral other 
Accounts, it requires our utmoſt Art to hold 
faſt our Friends, and keep them ſteady. 

A. I neither queſtion your Application, 
nor Abilities. As to the latter; not to men- 
tion that Genius, or, if you pleaſe, Anti- 
genius, which you are happily poſſeſs'd of; 
| preſume you muſt have run round the 
whole Circle of Arts and Sciences, without 
which you could never have been able to ar- 
rive at ſuch Penetration and Perfection in the 
Myſteries of State. 

B. The Arts and Sciences are not only 
uſeful, but neceſſary: yet to make them 
rightly ſubſervient to our main Purpoſe, we 


are obliged to accommodate and bend them 


to our Anti-political .Meaſures. In other 
Words; we are forced to caſt them, as it 
were, anew in our own Moulds: which 
done, they turn out not only fitter for Uic, 
but vaſtly ap r and beautified. 


A. 1 long for a {mall Specimen: Pray what 
is Anti-political Logic? 


B. It 
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B. Ir is, with us, an Art of turning and 


twiſting humanUnderſtanding intoall Shapes, 


Sizes, and Situations; or, if you will, of 
drawing from all Sorts of Premiſes, what 
Inferences and Concluſions we Please 

A. Very clever and conciſe! And what 
make you of Rhetoric ? 

B. Our Rhetoric is an Art of perſuading 
Men that Black is White, and White Black; 
that a Part is equal to the Whole, and 3 
times 3 150; that Craft and Guile are the 
Perfection of Wiſdom, and the Serpent 
more innocent than the Dove; that Sun and 
Moon are the chief Obſtacles to Sight and 
Enjoyment, and nothing in Life fo clear and 
comfortable as a thick Miſt, and an impe- 
netrable Fog. 

A. Moſt excellent! Burt I would gladly 
hear whether you take any notice of Ethics? 

B. Our Ethics lie in a narrow Compaſs. 
They are, in effect, all comprehended in 
that admirable Sentence of the Poet, Proxi- 
mus ſum egomet mihi. 

A. Enough; I am ſatisficd. With great 
Attention have I liſten'd to your Memoirs 
and Maxims of State; and the Reſult is, 
that I am fully convinced of your prodigi- 
ous Abilities and Accompliſhments of all 
Kinds. At the ſame time, being no leſs con- 
ſcious of my own Infirmirics, 1 plainly per- 
ceive that I have not Talents any way equal 
to the Demands of your ſublime Sect. 


B. A 
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B. A commendable Modeſty ! 

A. I muſt therefore intreat your Anti-po- 
litical Excellence to excuſe ſuch Defects; to 
indulge likewiſe the Qualms, Scruples, and 
Prejudices of an undiſciplined Novice; and 
permit me to remain in a State of Political 
Ignorance and Stupidity, 5 

B. How ! do you mean then to turn your 
Back on the Country-Intereſt ? 

A. Where lies it? In Terra incognita, or 
ſome Region of the Moon? To deal plainly 
with you, I know no Country, whoſe Intereſt 
it can be to exchange their Herds and their 
Flocks for Wolves and Tygers. 

B. Was Sempronius out of his Wits? Go 
then, and be a precious Advocate for the Ex- 
ciſe-Scheme. 

A. For any, ſooner than the Gunpowder- 


Scheme. I entirely come into the Sentiment 


of an honeſt Country Merchant. 

B. What ſaid the Wretch? 

A. As well, ſaid he, as I love Eaſe and 
Liberty, I had much rather ſce an Exciſe- 
man in my Warehouſe, than a Rat-catcher 
in my Kitchen; and have a hundred in my 
Cellar, rather than one G. Faux. 

B. Inſolence! Have you done? 

A. One word more, and then adicu. 
Whatever becomes of your Pretenſions at 
Court, my Opinion is, that, in Conſidera- 
tion of your tranſcendent Merits, you ought 
to be advanced immediately; that is, con- 

| ſitituted 


7 


* 


ſtituted Prime-Minuiſters and Preſideuts of the 
illuſtrious Society lately projected at Dublin. 
Among the various Tribes of Incurables, you 
will have a rare Opportunity of exerciſing 
your egregious Skill, and boundleſs Huma- 
nity. Which of the Claſſes will have the 
Honour of laying Claim to the Par noble; 
tho' it be a Point eaſily determinable by a 
private Perſon, yet I chuſe to leave it to the 


Judgment and Deciſion of the Public. 
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